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Claudine Marzik paints the Far North with fresh eyes: TOWNSVILLE 
 
 
Abstract paintings dominate the exhibition Far North which is showing at Perc 
Tucker Regional Gallery over the summer period. How timely as the wet we are 
currently experiencing is one subject of Claudine Marzik’s paintings. 
 
This exhibition utilises the pure elements and principles of design so 
recognisable in abstract expressionism. They have been re invigorated through 
the brush of Claudine Marzik as she sees the tropical environment with fresh 
eyes. Marzik emigrated to Australia in1988 from Switzerland but quickly 
became absorbed in the representation of her new environment. Her self 
training borrows much from the work of the 1950s when abstraction allowed 
the artist to distil forms to their basic essence. This technique of paring back 
unnecessary details gives the audience the opportunity to glean small passages 
of information and interpret the works through their own experiences. 
 
In many of Marzik’s paintings we are presented with views of densely packed 
rainforest. Initially we see the verticality of the Far North, a metaphor for the 
thrust and energy of plants striving for glimpses of tropic light. The careful 
observation by Marzik also leads us to the chaos of the forest as plants grow 
but also die, interrupting the verticality with strong horizontals and diagonals as 
they crash back to the forest floor. 
 
As a colourist Marzik employs a subdued pallet. Blacks, scruffy whites, ochres 
and splashes of vibrant green hold the compositions together. There is a raw 
energy in the application of paint revealing luscious surfaces directly applied by 
brush or pallet knife. Her highly animated and textured canvasses are built up 
with many layers of paint; often these are scratched, sanded, washed and/or 
burnished to create a deeper reflection on her subject matter. Through careful 
observation and living in the space the paintings give insights into the effects of 
nature; “the distress and discoloration of weatherboards and fence palings, the 
patina formed on the bark of tree trunks, the marbling patterns found on rocks 
and boulders,” the effects of the elements that are so commonplace that they 
are routinely passed by without a second thought. 
 
Frances Thomson, Director of Perc Tucker Regional Gallery states “this 
exhibition will allow viewers to gain an appreciation of the sophisticated 
paintings by Claudine Marzik, a north Queensland artist who is rapidly gaining a 
national following.” 
 
 
 


